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Dear OOKs,

OOKs GNR Fundraising Update 5 – When is £5k not £5k?

When is £5k not £5k? Easy. When it’s twelve times £400 with £200 from a fun curry night added on at the end (more details of that later).

Raising £5k for Advantage Africa might appear daunting at first but if we break it up among our twelve runners it’s just £400 each. Based on donations so far, if each person brings in about 15 donations we’ll be there! 

 
So how do you bring in those gifts? Please take a few minutes to look at the social groups to which you belong such as your family, friends, neighbours, work colleagues, churches, sports clubs etc, noting any overlaps. Then boldly send out an email to everyone you’ve listed. After all, you’re not asking them to give to you personally, but to reward your enormous efforts in running a ridiculous distance and support a genuinely life-changing cause. Don’t think of it as a begging letter - but as providing them with a wonderful opportunity to improve the lives of vulnerable people.

There’s a sample email below that you can cut and paste to save time - but if possible, try to add your personal style and perspective on why Advantage Africa is worthy of their support, as well as tailoring your message to the recipient if possible. The more personal the better really!

If you are setting up your own fundraising page (again, it is more personal) please remember to change the hyperlink at the end if you do (I can group any JustGiving pages together to keep track of our how much has been raised).

Thank you so much for all your efforts, we really do appreciate it, and best wishes,

Andrew

Dear (name),

I hope you are well and have been enjoying some time off with good weather over the summer.

I’m writing to let you know that on 10th September I’ll be doing the Great North Run to raise urgently needed funds for Advantage Africa. This amazing charity, co-founded by a member of my local running club ‘the Olney Old Knees’, helps some of East Africa’s most vulnerable people to overcome poverty and discrimination. Their projects enable disabled children to go to school, people with HIV to access essential treatment, single parent families to earn a sustainable income, people with albinism to stay safe from skin cancer - and much more. By working in genuine partnership with trusted local people to ensure that funds reach those most in need, Advantage Africa really is a small charity making a big difference.

Please will you sponsor me to run 13.1 gruelling miles and help some of East Africa’s most vulnerable people to improve their education, health and incomes? 

You can make your donation at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/OlneyOldKnees2017GNR
Thanks so much, and best wishes,

(Name) 
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